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 At the end of each calendar year, most of us reflect on the year past and 
think about the New Year that is approaching. And so, as the end of 2009 drew 
near, it was impossible not to reflect on the happenings of the year and to con-
sider the possibilities of the forthcoming year. December 31, 2009, however, not 
only marked end of a calendar year, it also signaled  the end of a decadeéthe 
first decade of the twenty-first centuryéand so, reflecting on the decade past 
was a given. 
 
 Ten years ago we were excited about the offerings of a new century.  We 
stressed about Y2K and its potential hazards while at the same time we consid-
ered the possibilities and opportunities of the new century.  Who could have pre-
dicted the events that did occur in the first ten years of the twenty-first century? 
To quote Dickens from A Tale of Two Cities, ñéit was the best of times...it was 
the worst of times.ò  
  
 While Y2K came with much fanfare and few hitches, the decade unfolded 
with unprecedented and unimaginable events. Time Magazine has described the 
21st Century's First Decade as  the worst ever citing, among other events, Sep-
tember 11, the economic collapse of some of the world's greatest companies,  
overextended lending practices, the subprime mortgage crisis, Hurricane Katrina, 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and two bitterly contested presidential races.  
Through it all, we saw people pull together - individual and collective resilience 
were evidenced. 
 
 The decade also had many positive outcomes with significant advances in 
technology and communications. The world became a little smaller and the rela-
tionships among nations seemed closer. People were paying more attention to 
the environment and their respective responsibilities in protecting it.  
  
 No Child Left Behind, for all its limitations, challenged the nationôs educa-
tional systems to be accountable, to look at their failures and successes, and to 
focus on access and equity for all children. As school counselors,  we were given 
the ñgiftò of The ASCA Model: A Framework for School Counseling Programs that 
has begun to shape both the profession and school counseling programs across 
the Nation. While we still have miles to go before we sleep, sweeping changes 
have been and continue to be  made.   Improvements in  achievement have been  
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